
Résumé Tips for A&P Students – How to Stand Out in the Crowd!

Your first step toward an exciting career in aviation starts with a résumé that reflects your 
potential. Even as a student, your unique experiences and skills can set you apart. Focus on 
showcasing your learning journey, passion, and dedication to safety and precision. Whether 
it’s your hands-on training, leadership roles, or attention to detail, let your résumé showcase 
your passion and make employers take notice!

1. Highlight Your Education & Training- Your education is the cornerstone of your résumé. 
Make it shine by emphasizing your technical knowledge and achievements.

 Clearly state your program:

o “Enrolled in [School Name], an FAA-certified A&P program, focused on airframe and 
powerplant maintenance.”

 Call attention to hands-on training:

o “Completed 500+ hours of practical maintenance training on piston and turbine 
engines.”

o “Trained on industry-standard equipment, including nondestructive testing tools and 
advanced diagnostic systems.”

 Mention academic achievements and certifications:

o “Passed General and Airframe exams; scheduled for Powerplant certification in 
[month/year].”

o “Achieved a 4.0 GPA in coursework, including Aerodynamics and Aircraft Systems 
Repair.”

2. Upsell Your Learning Experiences- Turn every classroom project and lab activity into a 
demonstration of your skills and problem-solving abilities.

 Present class projects like professional experience:

o “Performed a full teardown and reassembly of a Lycoming O-360 engine, including 
testing for operational readiness.”

o “Collaborated on a team project to inspect and repair an aircraft's landing gear 
system, ensuring compliance with FAA standards.”

 Highlight technical skills you’ve mastered:

o “Skilled in corrosion inspection and treatment, composite repairs, and control cable 
rigging.”



o “Trained in the use of torque wrenches, multimeters, and other precision tools.”

 Show problem-solving abilities:

o “Diagnosed and resolved fuel system issues during lab simulations, reducing 
potential downtime by 25%.”

o “Applied root-cause analysis to electrical system malfunctions, demonstrating 
attention to detail and troubleshooting expertise.”

3. Showcase Transferable Skills

Even if you lack real-world aviation experience, emphasize transferable skills from other areas 
like part-time jobs, internships, or volunteer work.

 Highlight teamwork and leadership:
"Served as team lead for a classroom project, managing task delegation and 
ensuring the timely completion of a full turbine engine overhaul."

 Include customer service or time management skills:
"Worked 20+ hours per week during school while maintaining a 3.8 GPA, 
demonstrating time management and dedication."

4. Keep It Focused and Professional- A clean, polished résumé ensures employers focus on 
your qualifications and potential. First impressions matter—polish your résumé for maximum 
impact.

 Use action verbs and quantify your achievements:

o “Inspected and maintained flight control systems on light aircraft, completing 15+ 
tasks with 100% accuracy.”

o “Documented maintenance procedures in compliance with FAA Part 43 regulations.”

 Showcase unique achievements:

o “Selected as team lead for a turbine engine overhaul project, demonstrating 
leadership and technical expertise.”

o “Presented a capstone project on advanced composites at [School or Local 
Conference Name].”

 Stay professional with formatting:

o Use clean sections: Education, Skills, Projects, Certifications.

o Include only relevant information—employers don’t need your part-time retail 
experience unless it shows transferable skills like time management or customer 
service.



5. Adopt a Modern Resume Format

Use a layout that emphasizes clarity and professionalism while aligning with current trends.

 Professional Summary: Start with a brief introduction tailored to the aviation 
industry.
"Dedicated A&P student with FAA certification and 500+ hours of hands-on training 
in airframe and powerplant systems. Skilled in diagnostics, repair, and safety 
compliance, with a commitment to continuous learning and excellence in aviation 
maintenance."

 Sections: Divide your resume into clean sections like Education, Skills, Projects, 
Certifications, and Work Experience.

6. Optimize for ATS and Hiring Managers

Ensure your resume is formatted for applicant tracking systems and easy readability.

 Use relevant aviation keywords: Include terms like “airframe maintenance,” 
“diagnostic tools,” and “FAA compliance.”

• Stick to a clean design: Avoid overly creative formats. Use standard fonts, clear 
headings, and consistent formatting.

7. Focus on Growth and Potential

Employers know you’re a student—they’re hiring you for your growth potential.

 Show your dedication to learning:
"Actively pursuing advanced training in composite repair and nondestructive testing 
methods."

 Mention aspirations that align with the role:
"Passionate about contributing to the safety and reliability of aviation systems as a 
maintenance technician."

Your aviation career is just beginning, and the possibilities ahead of you are truly limitless. The 
skills you’re building now will form the foundation for a lifetime of success, innovation, and 
adventure. In our profession, humility and a commitment to continuous learning are as vital as 
technical expertise—arrogance has no place where safety is paramount. Stay curious, 
embrace every challenge as an opportunity to grow, and always strive to learn from those 
around you. The aviation world needs dedicated, passionate professionals like you to keep it 
moving safely and efficiently. We believe in your potential and can’t wait to see where your 
wings take you. Blue skies and smooth landings ahead!

— The Flying Salesman


